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Best summer

reads—for
hipsters to

history butts s

What will you be reading in your sunbed this

year? Jennifer Lipman rounds up the best

newbeac books, from millennial romance and

Books + Judaism

Israeli short stories to wartime sagas

Last Resort
Ry Andrew
Lipstein
Wetdenfeld &
Nicolson £14.99

> HOWFAR

you'll get with
Andrew Lipstein's
darkly comic
debut depends

on your tolerance
for seliabsorbed
pseudo-intellectual
hipsters. A young
writer islunching
with his insuller-
able bookagent on
the brink of alife-
changing signing.
Only Caleb's story
isn'tentirely his
own, and itsorigina-
tor forces him into
a Faustlan pact that sees Caleb's name left off the published
wark, Caleb gets the payout. But what is success without pub-
lic gloty? And wheee does ownership of one’s story begin and
end? That Caleb is someone you'd dread sitting next toadin-
ner party could be seen as abarrier to enjoyment. yet his pre-
dicament and inevitable downfall is highly entertaining.

Andren
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A Jewish Girl
In Paris

By Melanie
Levensohn
Macmillan £16.99

» WHENIT COMES
TO Holocaust
novels, my prefer
ence Is for stories
Insplred by real
events, Bt Ley.
ensohn's novel
~inspired by her
tiscovery ol adis:
tant relative who
was murdered by
the Nazis-isan ele.
gantly drawn tale.
Told intwo time
fings,asa french-
woman in America
seeks 1o uncovera
decades-old mys-
tery, it focuses largely on Judith, a Jewish Sorbonne stu-
dent who falls in love with a wealthy bankes's son just as
the Nazis occupy Paris. If the prose is a tad florid (so much
romantic yearning!),and the coincidences far roo neat, it
Isredeemed by a pacy narrative, relatable heroines, and an
eye for historical detall about life In occupied France,

Acts of service
By Lilian Fishman
Furopa Press £12.99

ACTS OF
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> SALLY ROONEY has
alotto answer for. The
millennial wonder-
kind has become the
poster child for medi
tative novels where
Altractiveyoung

and spend even more
time angsting about
It Certainly everyone
InActs of Serviceis
quirky and slightly
bohemian, and it's no
gt S spoller Lo say they end
up in bed together (a
lot), Our heroine, Eve,
isanaimless gradu-
ate working as a wait-
ress, ostensibly loved up with an older girifriend. But she
finds herself draswn into a menage-a-trols with a wealthy
businessman, Nathan,and hislover Olivia, and extracting
hersell proves challenging. But issexever justsex, or isif
always about power too? Where is the line between obses-
sion and abuse? This won't be for everyone, but Fishman
has marked herself out as a contender for Rooney's Crowt.
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The Man Who
Sold Air In
The Holy Land
By Omer
Friedlander

John Murray£12.99

» SHORT STO-
RIES are always
handy to have in
the back pocker
whiletravelling
-after all, plenty
of holiday mak-
ersare lkelyto
be spendingalot
ol time indepar-
ture lounges this
summer, This new
collection by the
youny Jerusalem
born writer Omer
Friedlander and
setin his native
Israel hardly offers care free escapism, given the extent
towhich Arab Isriell relations hover in the background.
Yet Friedlander's humane explorations of love, friendship
and the unending cost of conflict, against backdrops that
range fram orange groves in Jaffa to a check point in Gaza,
are inturn funny, tender and achingly compassionate.
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The Latecomer
By JeanHanll
Korelitz

Faber £2.99

P JEAN HANFF Kore-
litz excels at com-
pulsive page turners
b —shels,afterall,the
author behind recent
HBO hitthriller The
Undeing. This elfort-
lessly readable latest
centres on the Brook-
lyn based Oppen-
heimers, a dyslunc
tional brood: Salo
isindelibly scarred
by 4 traumatic teen-
age event, while
his children, IVF
triplers, can'tstand
cachother. it's nar
rated by their quizotic sister, born 17 years later, although
her perspective is omniscient, meaning the reader has full
access to cach Oppenheimer’s polnt of view. IU's a lelsurely,
ultimately hopetul exploration of timilial disunity witha
sharp, often amused eye on modern identity politics: the
chapter inwhich onetriplet invites his Mormen college
[tiends to an inclusive seder is absolutely priceless

thingx have lots of sex.

All Our
Yesterdays

By Natalla
Ginzburg

Daunt Baoks £10,99

P BORN IO a Jew-
ish latheranda
Cathollc mother,
the Italian novelist
Natalia Ginzburg,
whodied in 1991,
wrote extensively
about her country’s
political history
and s anti fascist
struggles, explor-
Ing In particular
the Impact of both
on family lfe:her
Jewish husband
was murdered In
1944 for his political
activities, Daunt are
currently reissuing her novels, of which All Our Yesterdays is
oneof her best—a panoramic, richly satisfying story of two
Itatian families as their lives are Inexarably shaped by the
encroaching war. Ginzburg's deceptively offhand style fs dis-
arming: as the toll of everyday wartime experiences grows,
her novel deepens in intensity. A terrific new discovery.

ALL OUR
YESTERDAYS

NATALIA GINZIBUNG
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Meant To Be
Mine

By Hannah
Orenstein
Headline £9.99

» THISIS awarm
frothy bath of a
book that just
screams “read on
a sunJounger”.
Jewish New Yor-
ker Edie Meyer has
A “meetcute” on g
plane with charm-
ing musician Theo;
the twist is that she
oA knows the relatipn-
- : 8 ship ismeantto be,
HANNAH ORENSTEIN because her grand-
RS mother has proph-
evised the day each
family member will
meet thelr soulmate, Edie has lether supposed destiny
gulde her cholees up untll now. But as the relationship
unfolds, she begins to wonder wherher she ought 1o be
raking charge of her romantic fate, Featuring plenty of
kosher trimmings and a glamourous post-Covid Manhat-
tansetting, this is entirely predictable and implausible,
and an awlul lot of fun.
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The Summer
Place

By Jenniler Weiner
Hachette £14.99

——— S Anmbimy R a8

Jennifer

Weiner
The ===

P ITSAtrav-

esty that Jennifer
Weiner is not bets
ter loved In the UK,
The author of more
than 20 novels,
from fn Her Shoes
(adapted intoa
Cameron Diaz |
Toni Collette film)
to the absolutely
gripping Mrs Eve-
rything, she excels
atwrlting about
ordinary people
dealing with eve:
ryday stuff, from
dieting and dat-
Ingtodivorce and
generarional divides, likean American Jewish Marian
Keyes. Hor latest kicks off at a post-pandemic Shabbat din-
ner where a surprise engagement is announced, Told from
multiple perspectives, the novel's characters are wonder-
fully specific, and you'll find yourselfrooting for every one
of them to find their happily everafters.
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